Harold V.eisberg 


Autopsy pix-X-rays hearing 2/14.69 
conversation with Dr. R hoads-my unanswered 
Archives requests. 


The government observed Valentine's Dey by dispatching 
then seven lawyers to tne hearing. Sitting with them was Dr. *hoeds. 
courtroom, looking gloomy, was Marion ‘'ohnson. At the first hearing, 
been there from the beginning. Johnson arrived later. 1 then had the 
he was there because they saw I was. 
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xt hoads h8d 
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At the first recess, because I had no cigarettes and there was not 
enough time for e cigar, I locked eround to see who we s smoking. I thereupon 
esked Hhoads for one. Without smiling, he offered it. At the end of the day, 
when I ha-oened to be near him, I suggested the record already looked bad 

enough for government scholarship, that I didn t want to nave to take tne time 
write specifying what ^ bad reouested that had not been sent, why didn t they 
P°le” ma P ^ He aeid he was under the impression there remained no unanswered 
requests from me. I assured him tnere were end these were specific. His repiy 
rather surorised me, for it was to the effect (Ihad sei why did he not have the 
Ufile of my' correspondence checked for this) that this had just been ^one. The 
^cleer import is that he hed either ordered it or it had teen done ana ne r.ad 
been informed of it. 




I suggested he heve it done again, for I know there remain requests 
not yet responded to. said he would. 
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From this I gathered they had expected me to be used as a witness 
testify to Archives slowdowns end failures to supply what had bean requested. 

I also pothered that they expected to be called up<Jn to answer for such e charge, 
? onn+Vinr it i° certainly strange that the heaa oi en agency who 

3 i^eourt because he’ says his numerous duties weigh so heavily PPon bim he 
would find going to New Orleans e hardship, is informed in such minor 
the requests of an unimportant individual/ Up ticht/ 

During the discussion 1 said there was a request more than three 
weeks old, for the transfer papers of 4/65 relating to the pictures and A-rays 

Hi= reply was almost verbatim that of •'ohnson of two weeks earlier- 
be 8 informed* I* suggests d the correlation between the hearing of that date end the 

failure to respond. ^ e ignored it. 
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I told him it was largely meeningleas for them to JUm-5e U meen» 
examine the files in their ' search room, for in 

of knowing or selecting the proper ones. I in the eerly Commission 

problem because I wsa aware of tne .lillens - in better condition", 

days to block indexing. He replie '® 8 i 8rge r understatements, at which 

As we were leaving the coyrt building. Hannon, tne assistant DA, 

come UP to us/in a friendly chat with ^fnSfbf apprised 

-uld .».ur. «^ch «.lth.r h. tor ‘4. .ould not ... 

to see us Thursday on the third floor • ^r^i ^ras. He 

to do unnecessary travelling, though he m g 0 strQTL ? e twist: the govern- 

explained tht court of sota.la 1. oo to. third ^ tlnel one 

ment ita initial eooeal on the basis Ealleck had no 3 

... that ha could hot alio, dacl.loh on prlralag. to root Ih Jud 8 a haggart,; that 
eas and he had to assume his responsibility I 


